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ment was broken up he did not immediately set up another,
but went to reside for a time with his father-in-law. The
winter of 1823-4 was passed chiefly at Nursted House, and
seems to have slipt away without much indication that he
had resolved to change his main pursuits. Were not the
Hambledon hounds at hand, with old Parson Richards at
their head, and Wyndham's drove pack careering in close
column up the steep faces of the downs ? Did not Up Park
offer attractions in its pheasant covers such as few other pre-
serves in England could show ? Need we wonder, then,
that the necessity for a new horse became only too apparent!
It was but a low-priced hack-hunter this time, yet a service-
able animal, which carried its rider to probably as many
meets as took place that winter within access of Nursted.
And not that winter only, but the summer following, went
past without apparently any further action in the way of
carrying out the projected scientific programme. We find
the retired sportsman sojourning for a long time in the south
of Scotland during that summer, visiting friends, shooting,
and in short living as much after the old fashion as if he had
never seen Davy at Tlokeby, and no visions of chemistry
lectures had ever floated before him.

But the momentous epoch of his life was now fast ap-
proaching. This summer of 1824 saw the last of his rambles
wherein the rocks around him made no direct and urgent
appeal to him. Henceforth he was to have an occupation
even more absorbing than any which had yet held him in
thrall, and into this new employment he was to carry all
the energy which had hitherto marked his doings in other
pursuits.h-g from him. And so it
